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Adalet Bakanı  

Bekir BOZDAĞ  

 

06659 KIZILAY / ANKARA 

Turkey 

 

By email and fax 

Düsseldorf, 13 September 2022 

 

 

The ban on lawyer visits to İmralı Prison 

 

 

Dear Minister, 

 

Abdullah Öcalan, Ömer Hayri Konar, Hamili Yıldırım and Veysi Aktaş, who are detained in the İmralı F-Type 

High Security Prison, are unlawfully prevented from seeing their lawyers. While Abdullah Öcalan has not been 

allowed to see his lawyer since August 7, 2019, Veysi Aktaş, Hamili Yıldırım and Ömer Hayri Konar have not 

been allowed to see their lawyers even once since 2015, when they were transferred to İmralı Island. 

 

A special and discriminatory form of isolation has been applied in İmralı Prison since February 15, 1999. The 

ban on lawyer visits has been in effect continuously for 8 years since July 27, 2011, until May 2, 2019. In 2019, 

5 lawyer visits took place. After the last lawyer visit on August 7, 2019, the ban was resumed. 

 

It has to be stated that Öcalan has not been heard from since a last short phone call took place on March 25, 

2021. This constitutes a worrying circumstance. As a lawyer closely following affairs in Turkey, I am well 

aware of the political and social impact of this situation. 

 

In its report on its 2019 visit to the İmralı Prison, published on 5 August 2020, the CPT considered the total 

ban on Öcalan’s and the other three inmates’ contacts with the outside world as a type of incommunicado 

imprisonment. The CPT stated that such a state of affairs was unacceptable and contravened relevant 

international human rights instruments and standards. 
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The continuous interference with the right to defense and the state of isolation imposed on Öcalan and the 

other inmates have prompted statements by international law organizations such as ELDH, AED, and Lawyer 

for Lawyers and critical reactions by a wide network of lawyers on different occasions. 

 

I would like to remind you that on June 10, 2022, 775 lawyers registered to 29 different Bar Associations 

applied to the Bursa Chief Public Prosecutor’s Office with the request to have lawyer visits with Mr. Abdullah 

Öcalan, Mr. Hamili Yıldırım, Mr. Ömer Hayri Konar and Mr. Veysi Aktaş by putting an end to the illegal ban on 

lawyer visits in İmralı Prison. 

 

The ban on lawyer visits to İmralı Prison clearly violates the United Nations (UN) Standard Minimum Rules for 

the Treatment of Prisoners (Nelson Mandela Rules) updated in 2015, the recommendations of the CPT and 

Turkey’s Execution Law (Law No. 5275). States have an obligation to ensure that detainees and prisoners are 

able to exercise their rights regardless of their identity and the nature of their sentence. 

 

It is also a violation of the rights and privileges of lawyers as set out in the United Nations Basic Principles on 

the Role of Lawyers, in particular Basic Principles 8 and 16.1 

 

Basic Principle 8 is very clear: “All arrested, detained or imprisoned persons shall be provided with adequate 

opportunities, time and facilities to be visited by and to communicate and consult with a lawyer, without 

delay, interception or censorship and in full confidentiality. Such consultations may be within sight, but not 

within the hearing, of law enforcement officials.” Similarly, Basic Principle 16 also states that Governments 

shall ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, 

hindrance, harassment or improper interference and to travel and to consult with their clients freely both 

within their own country and abroad. 

 

Pursuant to Article 25 of the Regulation on Visits of Convicted and Detained Persons, foreign lawyers – even 

without a power of attorney – have the right to see a convicted person in Turkey, provided that they comply 

with international conventions to which the Republic of Turkey is a party and the principle of reciprocity.2 

 

The enduring efforts of our colleagues in Turkey against the isolation and violation of the right to defense is 

essentially a struggle for the implementation of the rights protected in international conventions to which 

Turkey is a party, especially the European Convention on Human Rights. Therefore, I submit to you my 

application to see Abdullah Öcalan and the other prisoners held in İmralı, Veysi Aktaş, Hamili Yıldırım, and 

Ömer Hayri Konar, within the scope of Article 25 of mentioned Regulation.   

 

 

 

 

Thomas Schmidt 

ELDH Co-Secretary General 

 

Attachment: list of signatures 
  

 
1 Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers- Adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the 
Treatment of Offenders, held in Havana, Cuba, from 27 August to 7 September 1990, and approved by the General Assembly by 
its resolution 45/120 of 14 December 1990. 
2 Hükümlü ve Tutukluların Ziyaret Edilmeleri Hakkında Yönetmelik (Regulation on Visits of Convicted and Detained Persons), see: 
https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/File/GeneratePdf?mevzuatNo=8345&mevzuatTur=KurumVeKurulusYonetmeligi&mevzuatTertip=5  

https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/File/GeneratePdf?mevzuatNo=8345&mevzuatTur=KurumVeKurulusYonetmeligi&mevzuatTertip=5
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                                                     SİGNATURE LİST   

 

1. Evelyn DURMAYER Vienna  AUSTRİA 

 

2. Robert ATCHESON NSW  AUSTRALİA 

3. Dr. Ian D. ELLİS-JONES 

4. Dr. Vicki SENTAS 

5. Karen FLETCHER Melbroune 

 

6. Hasan Tarique CHOWDHURY      Supreme Court of Bangladesh  BANGLADESH 

 

7. Alexis DESWAEF    Brüksel  BELGİUM 

8. Dounia ALAMAT 

9. Elisa FONTAİNE 

10. Georges Henri BEAUTHİER  

11. Helene DEBATY 

12. Hind RİAD 

13. Jan FERMON 

14. Jean Marc PİCARD 

15. Jean-Philippe de WIND 

16. Joke CALLEWAERT 

17. Loica LAMBERT 

18. Marie DOUTREPONT 

19. Maurice KRİNGS    President of the Brussels Bar Association 

20. Mieke Van LAER 

21. Oliver STEİN 

22. Robin BRONLET 

23. Selma BENKHELİFA 

24. Thomas MİTEVOY 

25. Veronique LAURENT 

26. Jan BUELENS    Antwerpen 

27. Jo DEREYMAEKER 

28. Miriam TARWE    Charloi 

29. Louise LAPERCHE    Liege 

30. Marianne PETRE    Mons  

31. Xavier Van GİLS           Order of the French And German Speaking Bars of Belgium 

 

32. Luis Carlos MORO  General Secretary of American Association of Jurists BREZİL 

33. Dainela Muradas ANTUNES 

34. Jose Fernando MORO 

35. Victoria Figueiredo MORO  

 

36. Henrik C. WİNKEL    Copanhagen   DENMARK 

37. Thorkild HOYER    Klampenborg 

 

38. Alice BECKER    Paris    FRANCE 

39. Antoine COMTE 

40. Celine MOREAU 

41. Christian CHARRIERE-BOURNAZEL 
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42. David APPELBAUM 

43. David ANDIC 

44. Eduardo MARIOTTI 

45. Elsa MARCEL 

46. Emile BONVARLET 

47. Etienne AMBROSELLİ 

48. François DEVEDIJAN 

49. Hanna RAJBENBACH 

50. Juan PROSPER 

51. Jean-Louis MALTERRE 

52. Marie MALTERRE 

53. Matteo BONAGLIA 

54. Raphael KEMPF 

55. Servane MEYNIARD 

56. Xavier SAUVIGNET 

57. Antoine CHAUDEY    Lille 

58. Muriel RUEF 

59. Camille VANNİER    Seine Saint Denis 

60. Guillaume ARNAUD 

61. Chloe CHALOT    Rouen 

62. Claudine PAGE    Toulouse 

63. Clemence DURAND 

64. Julien BREL 

65. Coline BOUİLLON    Creteil 

66. Zerrin BATARAY    Vienne 

 

67. Carolin KAUFMANN   Berlin    GERMANY 

68. Dr. Gregor GYSİ 

69. Ursula GROOS 

70. Lukas TEUNE 

71. Heinz R. SCHMİTT    Duisburg    

72. Marvin HEGERMANN 

73. Thomas SCHMİDT    Düsseldorf 

74. Frank JASENSKİ    Essen 

75. Frank STİERLİN 

76. Peter KLUSMANN 

77. Peter WEİSPFENNİNG 

78. Roland MEİSTER  

79. Yener SÖZEN    

80. Milan MARTİN    Frankfurt 

81. Stephan KUHN 

82. Berthold FRESENİUS 

83. Rene BAHNS 

84. Harald SCHANDL    Freiburg 

85. Norman PAECH    Hamburg 

86. Dr. Heinz Jürgen SCHNEİDER 

87. Joachim SCHALLER 

88. Ulrike DONAT 

89. Heike GEİSWEİD    Hamm 
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90. Bernd BRUNTRUP 

91. Birgit LANDGRAF 

92. Anna Magdalena BUSL   Köln 

93. Angela FURMANİAK   Lörrach 

94. Felix BRIESENICK    Münih 

95. Julia BAİLEY     Nürnberg 

96. Michael BRENNER     

97. Peter HOLZSCHUHER   

98. Yunus ZİYAL 

99. Carolin HELMECKE    Sachsen 

100. Rita BELTER 

101. Maria KALIN     Stutgart 

102. Axel OSWALD    Tübingen 

103. Gerhard STRAUCH    Wiesbaden 

 

104. Themistoklis TZİMAS   Selanik   GREECE 

105. Giota MASSOURİDOU   Atina 

106. Yiannis RACHİOTİS 

 

107. Alastair LYONS    Solicitors    GREET BRİTAİN 

108. Amos WALDMAN    Barrister  

109. Barones Helena KENNEY QC   

110. Prof.Bill BOWRİNG,    President of ELDH     

111. Conor GEARTY QC   

112. Debra STANİSLAWSKY   

113. Declan OWENS    President of Haldane  

114. Deepa Govindarajan DRİVER   

115. Frances WEBBER    Barrister  

116. Gareth PEİRCE    Solicitors  

117. Gillian HİGGİNS   

118. Isabella FORSHALL QC   

119. Liz DAVİES QC   

120. Lord John HENDY QC   

121. Margaret OWEN OBE   Barrister  

122. Margo Munro KERR    Barrister  

123. Martha Jean BAKER   

124. Maya THOMAS-DAVİS   

125. Michael GOOD    Barrister  

126. Mike MANSFİELD QC   Barrister  

127. Quincy WHİTAKER    Barrister  

128. Sir Geoffrey BİNDMAN QC   

129. Wendy PETTIFER 

 

130. Johan MÜHREN    Purmerend   HOLLAND 

131. G.E.M. LATER    Den Haag 

132. Symone GAASBEEK-WİELINGA  Noord-Holland Bar 

133. Hans GAASBEEK 

134. Tamara BURUMA    Amsterdam 
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135. Sanjay SİNGHVİ    Bombay   İNDİA 

 

 

136. Barbara SPİNELLİ    Bologna   İTALY 

137. Marilena BARBAGALLO   Catania  

138. Nunzia SCANDURRA 

139. Paolo SOLİMENO    Floransa 

140. Michele PASSİONE 

141. Emilio ROBOTTİ    Genova 

142. Sandro VALBUSA 

143. Eleonora FORNAİ    Grosseto  

144. Lorenzo TRUCCO    Mantova   

145. Carmela Maria CORDARO   Messina 

146. Carmelo PICCIOTTO 

147. Dainela TORO    Milano  

148. Gilberto PAGANİ 

149. Giovanni MOTTA  

150. Nicola GUIDICE 

151. Fausto GIANELLİ    Modena 

152. Carmine MALINCONICO   Napoli 

153. Margherita D’ANDREA  

154. Danilo RISI 

155. Aurora D’AGOSTİNO   Padova 

156. Carlo CAPPELLARİ  

157. Chiara ROVERSO 

158. Dora RIZZARDO 

159. Francesca VENTURIN 

160. Marco FERRERO 

161. Marco PAGGİ 

162. Dayla BRİGANTİ    Parma 

163. Musso CALOGERO  

164. Livio CANCELLİERİ 

165. Ezio MENZİONE    Pisa 

166. Aldo RITACCO    Roma  

167. Alessandra COATA     

168. Alessandro IANNELLİ     

169. Amedeo BOSCAİNO     

170. Andrea FORTE    

171. Antonia Di MAGGİO     

172. Antonio STELLATO     

173. Arturo SALERNİ 

174. Cesare ANTETOMASO   

175. Claudio GİANGİACOMO    

176. Cosmo ALVARO 

177. Danile LEPPE  

178. Fabio MARCELLİ  

179. Fabrizio De SANCTİS    

180. Fabrizio PREZİOSİ   

181. Francesca De PROSPERİS 
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182. Gabriele MORESCHİNİ   

183. Gianluca DİCANDİA   

184. Giovanna Francesca SİLVA   

185. Giulia VESCİA   

186. Giuliana RANDO 

187. Luigi Antonio BARULLİ 

188. Luigi GALLONİ   

189. Liliana MARCANTONİO   

190. Lorenzo TARDELLA   

191. Marco CAVALLONE   

192. Marco FARAGNİ   

193. Maria Rosario DAMİZİA   

194. Mario Antonio ANGELELO   

195. Marzia GUADAGNİ 

196. Michela ARRİCALE   

197. Michela STEFANİA   

198. Patrizia ANGİARİ   

199. Riccardo FARANDA   

200. Rosaria MARCHİONİ   

201. Salvo GRACİ   

202. Sara CRESCENZİ   

203. Silvia CALDERONİ   

204. Simonetta CRİSCİ   

205. Sofia GUERRERİ   

206. Stefano GRECO 

207. Tamara BARRACCA   

208. Tatiana MONTELLA 

209. Valentina PİERİ 

210. Veronica SCALİ   

211. Gianluca VİTALE    Torino  

212. Marco Ugo MELANO  

213. Roberto LAMACCHİA  

214. Roberto BRİZİO 

215. Silvia MANDERİNO    Venedik 

216. Caterina CAMPOSANO 

217. Doris GENCHİ 

218. Guiseppe ROMANO  

219. Maria Cristina CARTA     

220. Stefano MANNİRONİ     

 

221. Jun SASAMOTO    Tokyo    JAPAN 

 

222. Dr.Joses J. MOSES    CT   SOUTH AFRİCA 

223. Krish GOVENDER  

 

224. Kyunguk JANG       SOUTH KOREA 

 

225. Alejandro GAMEZ    Madrid    SPAİN 

226. Amalia ALEJANDRE   
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227. Ángeles CHINARRO PULIDO   

228. Begona LALANA 

229. Carmen GARCİA   

230. Eric SANZ   

231. Fermin BRETON   

232. Jaime Sanz De BREMOND   

233. Javier RUBIO   

234. Jose Maria LARUMBE   

235. Jose VICENTE   

236. Juan MANTILLA   

237. Maria GALAN   

238. Maria Jesus Diaz VEIGA   

239. Marta HERRERO   

240. Natanael TEJERINA   

241. Natalia BOSCH   

242. Pedro RODRGUEZ   

243. Suena Jesus Maria BENITO 

 

244. Alfonso ZENON   Biscay Barosu    BASQUE 

245. Arantza ISASMENDI   

246. Endika Garai BUZTIO   

247. Iñigo SANTXO URIARTE   

248. Joxean Lozano MURGA    

249. Eneko Comapnys SILVA  Navarre Barosu  

250. Imanol KARRERA    

251. María Ortega MARCOS   

252. Jon ETXABE    Gipuzkoa Barosu  

253. Urko Aiartza AZURTZA   

254. Yolanda Lz. de LUZURIAGA   

255. Zigor REIZABAL   

256. Sara Arri ALVARO     

257. Aiert LARRARTE     

258. Aitor Amutio ARANZETA     

259. Amaia IZKO   

260. Bea ILARDİA     

261. Emma VALİENTE     

262. Endika GARAİ     

263. Elixabete Moral ANES   

264. Eraitz Saez de EGİLAZ     

265. Iñigo SANTXO     

266. Irma OROZKO     

267. Jaione CARRERA     

268. Jone GOİRİZELAİA     

269. Joxean LOZAN     

270. Julen ARZUAGA     

271. Laura Anido SANCHEZ     

272. Leire Onzain SESE     

273. Luis BARİNAGARREMENTERİA     

274. Nahia Sanz GARDEAZABAL     
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275. Oscar SANCHEZ     

276. Saioa Vera RANEA    

277. Sergey Aresti ARTEAGA   

278. Txema MATANZAS 

279. Aratz ESTONBA 

 

280. Adrià FONT     Barcelona   CATALAN 

281. August Gil MATAMALA   

282. David Gil PUJOL   

283. Jordi Pujol MOIX   

284. Juan Miguel Ortiz REPARAZ   

285. Marion Hohn ABAD   

286. Marta Clapés CASCON   

287. Simeó Miquel ROE   

288. Robert SABATA GRIPEKOVEN 

 

289. Amanda SZEMBERG     Bern   SWİTZERLAND 

290. Christoph SCHNEEBERGER 

291. Dana RÜGER   

292. Julia RODER    

293. Krisna MÜHLET    

294. Martin DREİFUSS    

295. Martin KLAUS  

296. Rahel BEYELER   

297. Sandra KÜNZİ  

298. Thomas TRİBOLET   

299. Verena GESSLER    

300. Willi EGLOFF    

301. Emma LİDEN      Cenevre 

302. Mafalda D’ALFONSO   

303. Olivier PETER   

304. Raphaël ROUX  

305. Valerie DEBERNEVOLİ  

306. Edelmann MANUELA   Fribourg 

307. Sebastien PEDROLİ 

308. Sophie BRADY 

309. Dieter ROTH     Liestal  

310. Christophe TAFELMACHER  Lozan 

311. Jean Michel DOLİVO      

312. Jonathan RUTSCHMANN 

313. Raphaël MAHAİM   

314. Thanh-My TRAN-NHU  

315. Iglio Rezzonico IMMACOLATA   Lugano  

316. Angela JOHN      Luzern 

317. Antigona SELMONAJ   

318. Mathias BUCHMANN   

319. Moritz PORTMANN   

320. Nora LIPP  

321. Rahel ULRICH   
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322. Robin BARETH    

323. Sara BURRI    

324. Selina KOCH  

325. Yara EGGERSCHWILER    

326. Cristina CLEMENTE     Murolto 

327. Bruno BEELER    Schwyz 

328. Bruno FRİCK 

329. Martin DERTTLİNG 

330. Willi METZGER    Thurgau 

331. Thomas LOCHER      Zug 

332. Werner A. RÄBER    

333. Anderas TOBLER     Zürich 

334. Manuella SCHİLLER   

335. Marcel BOSONNET      

336. Necmettin ŞAHİN  

337. Peter FREİ  

338. Peter NİDERÖST  

 

339. Yevgenii GERASYEMENKO      UKRAYNA 

 

340.  Beth S. LYONS        USA 

341. Jeanne MİRER  

342. Marjorie COHN  

343. Vanessa RAMOS    AAJ 

344. Jeffrey FRANK    İllionis 

345. Kerry McLEAN    New York 

346. Eileen WEİTZMAN    

347. Audrey BOMSE    New Jersey 

348. Ricard P. KOCH    Calofornia 

349. David L. MANDEL 

 

350. IBAHRI   International Bar Association's Human Rights Institute 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


